From: Fortin-Noreus, Jennifer K

To: Allen, Lydia -FS

Subject: relocation site presentation

Date: Friday, January 21, 2022 12:23:00 PM
Attachments: 20220121 Relocation site ppt to Bitterroot FLT.pptx
Lydia,

| was very late getting this ppt done as so probably could use some work. But, it's what | presented
to the Bitterroot FLT today and it went well. They did really feel strongly about having public
meetings. It would probably be helpful to bring in Todd Mckay, and public affairs folks from the
other forests, with the meeting with your and our regional public affairs folks?

Jennifer

Jennifer Fortin-Noreus

Wildlife Biologist

Grizzly Bear Recovery Program
US Fish and Wildlife Service
Missoula, Montana 59812
406-243-4994
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Clarify roles

Objectives of relocation sites

General areas for relocations

Next steps
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Roles

USFWS and MFWP roles under SB337 guided by new MOU

MFWP will handle and relocate under all situations inside RZs

Outside RZs: 

MFWP will handle and relocate/release on-site non-conflict bears inside estimated distribution

MFWP will handle but USFWS will relocate conflict bears

MFWP will handle but USFWS will relocate/release on-site non-conflict bears outside estimated distribution

MFWP currently going through commission approval for their relocation sites
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Objectives

Identify relocations sites for USFWS use

Keep grizzly bears within the range that they’re caught

Be clear in our language, relocation is not reintroduction or augmentation





We are not augmenting populations or moving bears from inside the RZ out

We recognize that we need to be careful because it has larger long-term consequences for bears

However, the Governor’s advisory council agreed that natural movement to new areas between all four recovery zones should be allowed, should clearly identify connectivity areas and identify relocation sites between recovery zones in suitable areas
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General areas for relocation sites

Site coordination and flexibility

Access may depend on season, recreation, etc.

Situational discussion for final site approval

Release on-site may be feasible for some but not all situations

Consideration for current distributions and areas where grizzly bears “may be present”









There are a range of conflicts from garbage to livestock depredation, use of a site can be flexible based on the situation. In addition, there may be seasonal use of sites because of snow, recreation, etc.

The USFWS is hiring a new conflict coordinator that will be the person coordinating relocations. They would call you, as the land manager, and discuss the situation and if a site was appropriate given the situation.

In incidents of non-conflict, such as a bear caught in a wolf snare or the Stevensville golf course, it may be possible to release on site but if it is not we’d like to keep them within the range they are caught to facilitate natural connectivity.
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Next Steps

Timeline

Public Outreach

Joint communications plan

Press release at beginning of year to outline USFWS/MFWP roles, objectives, and general release areas

Follow-up press releases upon each relocation 

Memorandum of Understanding

Contacts for release coordination







MT law goes into effect in March, but don’t need everything now. Would be nice to identify a few sites and gradually expand as folks become comfortable with it.

Communication plan would be developed at the USFS regional level and be approved by all participating forests

Important to be clear in release that we are not expanding distribution, bears are being kept in close proximity to where thy are captured or moved back inside the recovery zone/distribution.

Include in press release a quote by a FWP bear specialist that bears leave the area quickly
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